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March 4, 2005

Mr. Thomas Sullivan, Chairman
Latson Road Interchange Coalition
123 East Washington

Howell, Michigan 48843

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

I would like to thank you and the group of local citizens and elected officials that took the time
to meet with me on December 14, 2004, to talk about the status of the proposed I-96/Latson
Road project. In addition, I appreciate the information that your group put together regarding the
changes that have occurred within the county and the options available for advancing this

project.

I have given this issue careful consideration. Clearly the growth that has occurred within the
county has been substantial. To that end, the department has been investing in projects
throughout  the county ‘that will improve mobility. As you are aware, we have recently
completed the redesign of the US-23/M-59 interchange. Env1ronmental clearance for the
widening of M-59 from I-96 to US-23 is now complete. The design for the Wldemng of this
corridor is underway and we have been acquiring the necessary right of way for a number of
years. These activities will continue in 2005. When funding becomes available, we will also
look to resume the environmental clearance and design phases for the widening of US-23 from
I-96 to M-14 in Washtenaw County. In total, these project commitments approach $200 million.

To date, the department has met our commitments at 1-96/Latson Road. Environmental
clearance and design have been completed by the department. Those were our stated
commitments within the current and previous Five Year Programs. However, project phases for
similar jobs statewide have been deferred to provide additional funding for projects designed to
improve the condition of trunkline roads and bridges. Currently, in excess of $600 million of
project phases remain deferred. We have been working for several years toward a system
condition goal of 90 percent “good” condition by 2007. This has left little funding for
transportation improvements, such as new interchanges or trunkline widening projects.
Therefore, I cannot recommend that additional federal or state transportatlon dollars be allocated

to the further development of the Latson Road project at this ‘ume
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In reviewing the alternatives you provided for the advancement of the [-96/Latson Road project,
I offer the following: If local funds are identified for the acquisition of right-of-way and
construction of a bridge over I-96 at Latson Road, including the necessary local road
improvements, I will offer the Michigan Department of Transportation’s assistance to ensure that
the project is constructed to appropriate standards. This will improve the north-south mobility
issue that you note within your Option 2. In addition, the local acquisition of necessary right-of-
way can continue consistent with design plans completed to date.

I'hope you find this alternative acceptable and I look forward to working with you regarding this
“aitd other transportation issues in Livingston County. If I can be of further assistance, please
contact me or Mr. Mark Chaput, University Region Engineer, at 517-750-0401.

Sincerely,

T 7 Ao

< Gloria J. Jeff
Director
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